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    We hope everyone had a very special 
Christmas holiday season, and that you got to 
travel to see all that you love. 
     We also want to thank all that visited the 
museum during the holidays, particularly on 
December 13th for Winterfest. We had the 
drawing for the beautiful quilt donated by Linda 
Hall Peterson. It was won by Tom Edwards 
from Clinton Street in Attica. In conjunction 
with the Attica Landmark Preservation Society 
we also had 10 entries in their ginger bread 
house contest. The winners were: 1st place: 
Viktoria Hamilton, 2nd place: Linda Kruzka-
Hoffmeister, and 3rd place: Maddy Spencer. 
 
  Losses 
We were saddened recently by the passing of 
Don Krauss, husband of long time member 
and board member, Eadie Krauss. 
Also we lost Marilyn Bathrick who was an 
integral part of the museum for many years. 
     Email addresses 
We again asking for anyone who would like to 
receive their newsletter by email to please 
contact the museum at the address above. 
     Honoring our Veterans 
We also are still seeking out veterans to be 
interviewed for preservation in our “Honoring 
our Veterans” program. Please contact us if 
you or anyone you know would be willing to 
participate in this historical process. This is a 
wonderful way to preserve and honor your 
service.  
     Past Perfect 
David VanderLinden and his committee of 
Della Bryant, Jan and Terry Carey, and Fran 
Meisner have been working to get the program  



 “Past Perfect” up and running to put 
all our collections on computer. 
This has been slowed lately by illness 
of Dave. We wish him well, and hope 
for a full recovery. 
    “Attica: Then and Now” 
We are continuing to work on the cook 
book as well as “Attica: Then and 
Now”. The whole process has been 
much more time intensive that was 
first believed. Several board members 
have been involved in fine tuning the 
selection of pictures of houses, as well 
as the appropriate narrative. We can 
see light at the end of the tunnel, and 
our hope is to have the publication 
finalized within the next few weeks. 
We apologize to the many people who 
have indicated they are interested in a 
copy. 
   Where is it? 
    We would encourage everyone to 
visit the museum more often, 
particularly on some of our colder 
days. When you visit look around and 
see if you can find some of the 
artifacts listed: 
 
     1. 2 Spinning Wheels   2.  Butter 
Molds   3.Candle Molds   4. Butter 
Churn   5. Bellows   6. Chopping Bowl 
and Knife   7. Coffee Grinder 
8. Dentist Chair   9. Irons   10. 
Lanterns. 11. Mastodon Tooth   12. 
Indian Name for Attica 13. Grinding 
Stone   14. Mastodon Joint   15. 
Replica Canoes   16. Mourning 
Bracelet   17. Harpoon Points   18. 
Fool’s Gold   19. Pottery Pieces   20. 
Opera Glasses 
 
  Ad 
If you visit “Twilight Meadows” during 
the next 3 months be sure to notice 
our ad on their placemat. 
 

The following is from Historical Wyoming”. 
July 2014. Pg. 18. 
     Attica, a Post-Township of Genesee county, 
12 miles S. of Batavia, bounded N. by 
Alexander, E. by Middlebury,S. by Orangeville,     
Attica, a Post-Township of Genesee county, 12 
miles S. of Batavia, bounded N. by Alexander, 
E. by Middlebury,S. by Orangeville, W. by 
Bennington. It is Township 10, range 2, of the 
Holland Purchase, and is watered by the 
Tonnewanta (sic) creek and several branches. 
The land lies handsomely, heavily timbered, its 
description being the same in substance as 
that of Middlebury and Alexander, and too 
many others to enumerate. A pleasant little 
Village is forming in the NW part, on the 
Tonnewanta creek, 2 1/2 miles below 
Alexander V. having some mills, very 
necessary appendages to a country Village. It 
is as yet called Attica, after the Town, and the 
good old Yankee custom. 
     Population 1519: 403 farmers, 46 
mechanics; I foreigner; 2 slaves: taxable 
property,$136806: 10 schools...4724 acres 
improved land, 1552 cattle, 226 horses, 3470 
sheep, ….6grist mills, 7 saw mills, 2 oil mills, 1 
fulling mill, 1 iron works, 3 trip-hammers, 4 
distilleries, and 5 asheries. 
     1824 Edition of “Spafford’s Gazetteers”. 
   From the “Attica Advocate” 1895 
     A special meeting of the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Attica was held Monday 
evening. 
     Present: T.D. Jones, V. Decot, A.G. Rykert,  
M.P. Frey. Absent: H.Spann. 
     The following resolution was introduced and 
adopted: 
     Resolved, that this board has been 
convinced by Dr. Morrison, a veterinary 
surgeon of good repute, that a horse owned by 
Messer Cooley and Webb, and which this 
board ordered off the streets, is perfectly 
sound and has no dangerous or infectious 
disease, that Messers. Cooley and Webb be 
allowed to use the said horse, and that our 
previous action in the matter be rescinded.  



 Signed: F. Wolter, Clerk. 
  Lost 
     A Junior member’s China head doll 
with porcelain arms and legs. She is 
18 inches long. When last seen she 
was wearing a gold silk dress and 
marked at the neck “1983”. She has 
been missing from the museum since 
last July!...a plea from the directors of 
the Junior Members. 
   Fun summer activity 
    Want an exciting and educational 
activity to do during the warmer 
months? Grave stone rubbings are fun 
for youngsters, and it’s a great way to 
get them interested in the past 
peoples’ lives. It’s easy to do. All you 
need are some crayons, some thin 
paper, and a cemetery! 

 
 
     An inquiry…Nancy Holler 
     “I am the person who came into the 
Attica Historical Soc. a week ago 
Saturday a half hour before closing, 
interested in information about John 
Webster Emerson, and looking for the 
Brainard RR crossing where he died. 
     I enjoyed the time with you and the 
other volunteers very much - including 
Maddie, (sic) who is very impressive! I 
wanted to let you know that with your 
help I was able to find the crossing,  

with no problem. It was moving to be there 
where my great – great - grandfather died. I 
drove up the road and found the Brainard 
Cemetery, and was impressed to see the 
beautiful countryside along the road with no 
problem. I thought I'd send along some photos 
of John and his wife, Abigail Jane Page 
Emerson:”  
   (pictures of the house are seen below) 

 
 
                  John Webster Emerson 
                         By Maddy Spencer 
 
     In October of 2014, a relative of John 
Webster Emerson, came to the Historical 
Society looking for the Brainard RR crossing 
where Mr. Emerson had died. I was able to 
spend some time with her and hear her talk 
about her great, great grandfather. I found the 
story of John Webster Emerson very 
interesting. He was the nephew of the great 
American writer Ralph Waldo Emerson. 
     It was a Sunday morning, in the fall of 1895 
when John Webster Emerson was struck by an 
Erie train, while trying to cross in his buggy. He 
was on his way to his daughter's house to pick 
her up for church. When he approached the  
 



Brainard RR crossing he checked to 
see if there was anything coming. 
When he didn't see anything he began 
to cross. An oncoming train smashed 
right into the middle of his buggy. 
When he was found, his glasses were 
still on and his Bible was beside him. 
His watch was still running normally. 
Nothing about him indicated his death, 
but when the coroner examined him, 
results showed that just about all his 
bones were crushed and his left side 
smashed to a pulp. Mr. Emerson's 
horse was found near the scene, 
unharmed. His cane was discovered 
three quarters of a mile from the 
accident, in three parts. 
 His great, great, grand-
daughter was able to find the crossing 
with our help. She also made a stop at 
the Brainard Cemetery. We printed a 
copy of the newspaper article of the 
accident written in 1895 for her. She is 
back home in Maine now and she sent 
us some pictures of Mr. and Mrs. 
Emerson, and their house east of 
Attica. I hope she visits us again.  
Attica School Board to meet. 
     The Attica Central School Board 
has once again been invited to hold an 
annual meeting at the museum. They 
are scheduled to meet on February 
26th at 7:00 P.M. The public is invited. 
Light refreshments will be available.  
Request 
     Over the years the museum has 
used real pine boughs for decoration. 
Looking to the future and thinking of 
conservation, we are asking if anyone 
is downsizing and has artificial 
decorations they would be willing to 
donate to the museum, please stop in 
to see us. 
 
 
 

 
What to do on a nice cool night on 
November 15th, 1945???? Let’s buy a new 
car……! 
 
 

 
 
 
Then……want to go out to eat…? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Update from the Building/Expansion 
Committee 



Then let’s go to the “Show” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Constitution Vote  
       All members are invited to the 
board meeting on the 17th of February 
for the purpose of ratifying the new 
Constitution. The meeting will start at 
6:30 P.M. 
The Emerson House….recognize it? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The board (minus 3 members) met with Rick 
Hauser, an architect from Perry on January 
27th. The discussion centered around our 
needs concerning any possible expansion as 
well as some interior renovations. This 
discussion will continue with the full board at 
our next meeting on February 17th. All 
members are always invited to a board 
meeting. We start at 6:30 P.M. 
 
Call for more volunteers 
The museum has become a much more active 
place in recent months, and we are always 
looking for help from more volunteers. If you 
are looking for something to do during these 
cold months, stop in and talk to us. We would 
love to see you. One big project we would love 
help with is the continuation of work on the 
cookbook we promised. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


